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SELECTIONS. 


———-——sae >: 


Of the Origin of Roman Literature ; and of the 
earliest writers. 





Before the age of Alexander the Great, 
the Romans made but little progrefs in lite- 
rature. Naturally rough and unpolifhed, ad- 
dicted to war, and itruggling in continual 
contlict, either with enemies abroad, or pop- 
ular contention at home, their language re- 
mained long in a favage ftate. 

Livius and Ennius, the one a tragic, the 
other an epic poet and fatyrift, were the firft 
who began to clear it from its rudenets ; 
though they were far from polifhing it to 
that degree of elegance which it afterwards 
attained. 

The truth is, the tafte of the Romans was, 
at that time, extremely coarfe; relifhing 
nothing but wild ribaldry and low wit. ‘Their 
military fongs upon the occation of a triumph, 
were among their earlieft {pecimens in poet- 
ry, and were a kind of lampoons, in.an iron- 
ical and jocular ftyle, throwing reproaches 
on the commanders ; and they were danced 
and jung to by the foldiers in the proceffion. 
They fomewhat refembled the Dithyram- 
bicks at the Grecian Ba¢chanalia ; which, 
though rude at firit, afterwards gave rife to 
tragedy and comedy ainong that polithed 
people. 

So, among the Romans, the verfes called 
Fefcennine, or Saturnian, were no other than 
rude fatyrical fongs 3 which, from their be- 
ing ufed ut their feftivals, or triumphs, came, 
at laft to be admitted on their ftage, accom- 
panied with mutic and dances. ‘Thefe, with 
little varietion, for the {pace of 120 years, 
ferved iniiead of dramatic pieces 3 till Livi- 
us Andronicus undertook to write tragedies 
and comedics on the more enlarged and cor- 
rect model of the Greeks. 

Somewhat later, (viz. in the year of Rome 
550,) flourifhed Plautus, that indelicate, 
though witty, comic poet ; to whom fucceed- 
ed Paccuvius and Accius, tragedians ; all of 
whom contributed more or le{s to the refine- 
ment of their native tongue. 

Plautus was of Sarlina, a fmali town in 
TImbria. He was fome years younger than 
Wavius or Ennius, and died the firit year of 
the elder Cato’s centorfhip. 


while his jefts are rude and indelicate: he 
has feveral coarfe and obfcene touches ; and 
has much the fame fault with Ariftophanes. 
At the fame time, the humor of many of his 
fcenes is ftrikingly juft and comic; and 
above any thing of the kind in the Roman 
writers. 

This is the conftant opinion, of Varro, 
STicero, A. Gellius, Macrobius, and the moft 


Scaligers, Muretus, ‘Turnebus. 


of Scipio Africanus, forming himfelf upon 
the model of Menander, iurpafled all his 





His language is | 
certainly excellent, and in the purett ityle, | 


| predeceflors in purity and elegance, and car- 


_ried the Roman language, as far as the ftage 
‘is concerned, to the higheft pitch of perfec- 
tion ; while the juftnefs and delicacy of his 
characters entitle him to the higheft praife. 

However, it is to be prefumed, with all 
their fuccefs in comedy, that the Romans, in 
the tragic drama, fell tar {hort of the Greeks, 
fince none of their pieces in this way have 
reached us, except thofe of Seneca, although 
many were compoied before his time by dif- 
| ferent authors. Of thefe, if we may judge 
from the remaining fragments, the ftyle was 
nowile excellent ; wanting the clofenefs and 
harmony of the Greeks. ) 

But, were there not other and {till great- 
er deficiences arifing from the nature of 
tragedy, which no powers of art or language 
could iupply ? 

In comedy the Romans might excel, as 
there the characters are taken from general 
life, with which all are acquainted ; io that 
they had nothing to do but paint the man- 
ners asthey fawthem. In tragedy the char- 
acters were more particular, the action more 
important ; and in order that the whole 
might make a deeper impreffion, fome ftory 
venerable for its antiquity was generally 
pitched upon, in which all the principal ac- 
tors were perions of royal or noble birth; 
and fometimes gods and demi-gods were tak- 
en into the fcene. 

How then could the Romans, whofe hifto- 
ry extended backward only a few hundred 
years, ealtly find a ftory, either for its anti- 
qnity, grandeur, or other tragical confe- 
quence, fufficiently adapted to this ferious 
and moft important part of the drama? ‘They 
were therefore, obliged to have recourfe to 
the Grecian fable, which amply fupplied 
' them with fubjeét ; but of which all the beft 
and moft interefting parts had been already 
preengaged by the fineit Grecian writers. 

With thefe it was in vain to contend ; as, 
| befides the fuperiority of their language and 
_ fable, their genius feemed naturally more ele- 
vated verfatile, and inventive ; had more 
fenfibility with more paffion 3 a nicer dif- 
crimination of chara¢ter ; in fine, they pof- 
fefled all thofe requifites peculiar to poetry 
in general, but more efpecially that kind .of 
it exhibited on the ftage: 

‘To prove the juftnefs of this remark, one 
has but to read a few pages in Sophocles, 
| Euripides, or Ariftophanes ; all of whom, 
befides their fuperior excellence of ftyle, far 
furpafs the Roman authors in wit, humor, 
characier, :ablesspaffion, and fentiment. 
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eminent modern critics ; fuch as Lipfius, the , 
| different kind from the former, the Romans 
But ‘Terence, the friend and companion | 


One fpecies of poetry, indeed, but of a 


not only invented about this time, but after- 
wards carried to the greateft perfection. I 
mean Satire, the outlines of which being firft 
fketched by Ennius, were thereafter more 
fully drawn by Aucilius; who, however 
rude in his verfification and manner, fhowed 
by his matter, to what ufeful purpofes this 
branch of the poetic art might be extended. 
Accordingly, his fucceffors, Horace, Juvenaly 
and Perfius, the firft with the gentler weap- 
ons of {miling fatire, the other two with the 
zeal and eloquence of a noble indignation, at- 
tacked, ridiculed and ftigmatized vice in alh 
ranks, and wherever it was to be found. 

Poetry has, in all ages, enjoyed a prefcrip- 
tive right to ferve in the caufe of virtue 5 in 
fatire {he aflumes her fevereft tone, and ap- 
pears, as tt were,in perfon, to brand the guilty, 
and vindicate the laws of morality. Dramate 
ic and epic compofitions inftruét by example 
and indireétly : Satire carries on the work of 
reformation by a bold and open attack on 
whatfoever obftructs her courfe : fhe ranges 
over the wide extended fields of folly and vice 
expofes and combats whatever is ludicrous in 
the one, or deteftable in the other. In a 
word, mankind is her province 3 and her ob- 
ject the numberlefs foibles, caprices, and enor 
mities of the human race. 


——. + ee 


Letter of Doét. nr to the Earl of Chester- 
eld. 

I have been lately informed by the propri- 
etor of the World, that two papers in which 
my Dittionary is recommended to the public 
were written by your Lordfhip. To be fo 
diftinguifhed is an honor, which being very 
little accuftomed to favors from the great— 
I know not well how to receive or in what 
terins to acknowledge. 

When upon fome flight encouragement I 
firft vifited your Lordfhip, I was overpower- 
ed like the refit of mankind by the enchant- 
ment of your addreis and could not forbear 
to wifh that I might boaft myfelf be vaingueur 
du vainqueur de la terre ; that I might obtain 
that. regard for which I faw the world con- 
tending ; but I found my attendance fo little 
encouraged, that neither pride nor modefty¥ 
would fuffer me to continue it. When Ihad 
once addrefled your Lordfhip in public, I 
had exhaufted all the art of pleafing, which a 
retired and uncourtly {cholar can poffefs. [I 
had done all that I could and no man is well 
pleafed to have his all neglected, be it ever 
fo little. 

Seven years, my Lord, have now pafled 
fince I waited in your outward rooms or was 
repulfed from your door, during which time 





Ihave been pufhing on my work through dif- 
ficulties of which it is ufelefs to complain and 
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have brought it at leait to the verge of publi- 
eation without one act of aiititance, one word 
of encouragement or one fimile of favor. 
Such treatment f did not expect, for I never 
had a patron before. | 

The thepherd in Virgil grew at lat? ac- 


quainted with love,and found hima native of | 


the rocks. 

Is not a patron,-my Lord, one who looks 
with unconcern on a man itruggling for lite 
in the water, and when he has reached the 
ground encumbers him with help ? ‘Vhe no- 
tice which you have been pleated to take of 
my labours, had it been early would have 
been kind ; but it has been delayed till Tam 
indifferent and cannot enjoy it ; till Lam jol- 
itary and cannot inapart it; till fam known 
and do not want it. I hope it is no very 
cynical aiperity not to confels obligations 
where no benefit has been received, or to be 
unwilling that the public fhould confider me 
as owing that to a Patron, which Providence 
has enabled me to do for myfelf. 

Having carried on my works thus far with 
fo.little obligation to any favourer of learn- 
ing. I fhall not be difappointed though I 
fhould conclude it if potible with lefs, tor I 
have been long awakened from that dream 
of hope in which I once boaited mytfelf with 
much exultation. ‘ «My Lord, 

‘Your Lordthip’s moft humble, 
“ Mott obedient Servant, 
“5AM. JOHNSON.” 
Of frequenting Places of Ainufement. 

Be cautious in frequenting the theatre, and 
other public amufements. There is no dig- 
nity in fhewing one’s felf continually ; nor 
is it eafy to maintain ftrict modeity in a round 
of diffipation. ‘lo-frequent public places is 
to miftake one’s intereft. If you have beau- 
ty you will make it common ; if you need 
graces to fet yourtelf off, you {hould be itill 
the more referved ; beitides, a conftant re- 
courfe to amufements leffens our relifh for 
them. If all your life were to be {pent in 
pleaiures till either your taite for them were 
loft, or becaufe nature forbids further enjoy- 
ment, the remnant of life would be found 
infipid or painful, for want of refources of 
employment. If, therefore, you would pro- 
long your amufements, have recourfe to them 
only as remiffions from more rational pur- 
fuits. Engage in the cultivation of reaion, 
and in mental intereft. Neglect not that 
intercourfe, and the abfence of diffipation 
will leave no vacancy, no uneafine(s, no re- 
gret. Itisneceflary that we cultivate reafon, 
and regulate our delires ; if theie objects be 
neglected, exiftence has little to beftow. In- 
nocence can preferve our peace of mind, but 
irregularity diftracts. 

es 
Difipation leads to Ruin. 

{ mutt ftrongly exhort you to be temperate 
in all your views and actions. We ihould 
have been more fortunate if our income had 
rendered computations lefs neceflary ; but as 


your's is narrow, it behoves us to be econo- \mighty has there adjuited the moft per- 


ry 
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milits, 
expenfe ; tor :f you do not adhere to mod- 
eration in this refpect, you will foon have the 
mortification of fleeing your affairs in difor 


der. 


Co. 8 


lé you once lay afide attention 
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economy, nothtmg can be antwered for. 
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On the Knowledge of the human Charafer. 
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see the famed Timotheus, handling the 
savincible Alexander ;—he who murdered 
bis friend is made to weep over the wretched- 
cls of his enemies ;-—and love and tenders | 
vets, ailted by mufic take poffeflion of a 

eart, the very den of tyranny and tlaughter. 

~ Notwit nitanding thy yreat attention paid 
to inutic by the ancients, we do not find that 
aity of them were acquainted with the princi- 
ples ot 
years before the Chrittian Era.—Pythagoras 
made the diicovery, and endeavor ed to rs 
trate his fubject, by a curious ipiral, which 
has long iince been laid atide ior more tim- 
ple methods. We now find this powerful 
engine of fenfibility receiving a prodigious 
reinforc ement. 

C! harming, indeed, are the delightful mod- 
ulations of a _/2/o, in the hand of a mafter ; bux 
how much more tublime, is that folid columa 
of excellence, which moves, majettic, thro’ 
a full chorus, over the parian pavement ofg@ 
well wrought thorough-bais. 

About this time the lifter arts, poet fs paisit 
ing, and architeture begau to make rapid ad- 
vancesin Greece 3 monuments of which will 
endure with the laft fand in the glafs of time ! 
Not that there are remaining, any of their 
temples, columns or pictures, in a itate com- 
parable witl: their primative perfection—-their 
rules yet guide the hand of every artift, and 
to deviate Is but to wander from beauty.—- 
‘Lhis is true only of the two lait. Homer 
yet fiands unrivalled on the liit of poets.— 
Can we fiappete that muiic was alone neg- 
lected in this region of tafte ? Wi oy then 
have we no evidence of her progreis ? Give 
me leave to reply :—Lhe elegant column 
arofe, its pedettal was marble—its fhait mar- 
ble—its capital marble, which required ages 
to impair: but mufic is too celeftial in its 
nature to remain fo long below 3; it foon riles 
above mortality, and feeks its native heaven. 
‘Lhe fame muft be faid of ancient Rome, 
which was, at beit, only the pupil of Greece, 
as Greece was of il ohn we may aflert 
from good authority, that im the glory of the 
Roman oo martial muiic* was 
cultivated; and in the decline of the Empire, 
when luxury was crumbling it to ruin, the 
more delicate {trains were proftituted, to pro- 
duce that putall animous di ifpofition, which 
proved her detiruction. ‘TL he greater the 
ya — y which 1s S-pna aaa es greater the 

rfequent curfe ! 

"wae favage vandalifm drives her horrid 

siowfhare over the cultivated fields of Atia, 
and Europe, and involves every veitige of 
teite, in the fame promiicuous deftruétion | 

Ayes of darknefs fucceed, and /uper/iition and 
saaaticiimn prowl unchecked through the 
world. Nothing could be more inimical to 
mankind, than thefe two furies from the re- 
‘ions below. They erected the ftandard of 
gnorance, and wrote the holy name of relig- 
‘on on its enfign, in the blood of the inno- 
cent! the eye of Aftronomy was tornout. The 
»and of improvement cut off and caft away |! 
Nothing was heard of mufic, unlefs in her 
wayward flight, the lit upon the funny fide 
of an Alpine rock, to vibrate the fhepherd’s 


concord and diicord, till about 430 | 
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[ tabor, or footh the perfecuted Waldenfee | 
with a fong of refi: gnation, a as he walked to 
the fatal {rake ; orin pity to the Scotifh 
| peafant, groaning under feudal tyranny, fhe 
| lent her tender infpiration, as a traniient 
| draught of Lethe’s itream, to fulpend for a 
| moment, a con{cioufnefs of his wretchednefs. 

Ought we not to paute, and drop a tear 
| over the unhappy fate of poor Rizzio, whofe 
| tatcinating ftrains, even at chis diftant period, 
fare {till whiftled by the ruftic fwain, and 
warbled by the rofy ‘milkmaid ? 

This artiit, in high favour with his royal | 
| miftreis the unfortunate Mary, was foothing | 
her corroding cares, with a plaintive fong, | 
when a jealous huiband, with one vindictive 
thruit, laid him a lifelefs corpfe !—Pardon | 
me—I'll dwell no longer in this moral mid-| 
night !—The meafure of papal iniquity was 
full, and Heaven mercifully pitied its yd 
ture man, dunk fuch depths in wretchednefs ! | 

The morning dawned—Lauather dared to 
burit the ponti ific charm, and William Tell 
to break the feudal chain |! The day advanc-| 
ed—at laft the tun broke out--while NEWTON 
was filling the world with light, LOCKE im- 
proving the underftanding, mutic began to, 
touch the organ in all its glorious improve- 
ments ia It aly. 

Neighboring nations caught the fame, and 
Germany ¢ rave birth to the great G. F,. Han- 

del, w hots. works will ever remain the monu- 
inent of his amazing genius.—He broke thro’ 
the ihackles of rules, and toared aloft on his 
own unborrowed pinions. Whoever looks 
over his oratories, mult feel a kind of jolemn 
admiration, inipired by nothing fhort of orig- 
inal excellence. Providence, more than once, | 
protected him from the fword of the invidi- 
ous affailin, nd preierved the man exactly 
calculated to found the bafis of fubfequent 
umprovemt. He feems, however, great as he 
was, to have never thought of that fine fenti- 
ment, which is the fole province of melody, 
but to have contined himielf too much to har- 
mony : he excelled moft in the full chorus as 
may be feen in his Meffiah, Judas Macchabe- 
us, and Saul; while in his d/exander’s fea/t 
are found touches im martial mufic unequall- 
ed betore or fince. 

‘The lealian Correlli fueceeded him in the 
greateit mufician on earth. He attended as 
much to melody, as Handel did to harmony; 
and carried fentimental mutic to fuch perfec- 
tion, that in his eighth concerta, which is pure- 
ly inftrumental, he has defcribed the vifit of 
the angels to the fhepherds, at the nativity, 

almoit as plain as words could exprefs it. _ 

The glorious news of falvation, is the imoit 
fublimely announced, and he has fucceeded 
to aftoniilment in painting the whole choir 
of angels, filling the atmofphere with their 
celettial {trains. 
( To be continued. ) 
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Pallida mous aquo pulfat pede pauperum tabernos 











,of mental felicity. 


‘chance, nor “ death an eternal fleep~” 


furdity. They declare him the image of his 





Regurque iurres. , Horace. 





“With equal pace imperial fate 
| Haocks at the palace and the cottage 





































































INTERESTING mutt it be to every Ay 
tional being to confider attentively the inf¥)} 
bility of all terreftrial objects. ‘There ai 
nothing fo permanent, which time does 
impair, nothing fo compact, in whofe text 
is not involved the principle of diffolutiod ih) 
Decaying pyramids, mouldering battlement | : 
and monumental ruins, corroborate the a ‘ 
fertion. The wing of time is neither clip) 
ped nor fhort ; nor are the revolutions ¢ \ 
lature ever impeded i ia their courfe. Gen i : 
erations follow each other in quick fucceffios i iT 
down the declivity of time ; and ,filentlyiy 
plunge into the unfathomable aby{s of oblivay 
ion.— Where are the patriarchs and proph. 4 
ets, the oriental fhepherds and hufbandmen 4) 
‘hey are known only on the pages of facred 
writ. 


| 
‘ 


Darius ? their bodies have gorged the fero« 
cious wolves and vultures of the eaft, and?! 
their bones bleached the banks of the Tygris} | 
and Euphrates. Where are the haughty) 
Tyrants and ambitious Demagoues of anti- })j 
quity ? Their triumphant archers and col- ity 
lofcial ftatues have fallen by the corroding: ¥| 
power of time. Where are the bards and |) 
warriors of Fingal ? ‘They repofe in filence | ; 
in the myfty vales of Caledonia, and not }|\) 
even “a grey itone” arifes to perpetuate 914 
their remembrance. RE 
Without diftinétion the arrow of death is |) 
levelled atthe idiot and Philofopher, the 1) 
beggar and Potentate. The moment, which |) 
clofes their eyes, forever, feals their doom. 
Swept from the {tage of . human >exift-: 
ence, their fouls wing their way to immor- 
tal blifs, or endlefs mifery. The epheme- 
ral infeét of creation man, alternately {ports 
in the fun-beams of profperity, or buffets the 
rude billows of adverfity. The child of rea- 
ion, his views extend beyond the confines of 
time, and enter the regions of eternity. Im- 
prefled with an idea of his own importance, 
he believes his foul will furvive the diifolu- 
tion of his mortal frame. But there are a 
few, who would cifbelieve its immortality. 
Does reafon—-does philofophy teach them 
that a being, capable of an endlets progreftion 
in virtue and knowledge, can be limited to 
this tublunary world—to a few yeirs of ex- 
iftence ? Wild inconfiftent fanatics ! ‘Phey 
mutt have revelled only in the pleafures of 
fenfe, and never taited fublime enjoyments 
Never would they be 
injured fhouild the flights of their fouls be as 
circum{cribed, as their groveling minds. But 
the more thinking part of mankind can nev- j 
er believe man the fortuitous oftspsing of 
Rea- tie 
fon, Philofophy, and religion difcard the abe . 


maker, an heir of immortality. They an- 
nounce an hereafter-—a day of retribution, 
when he fhall be fummoned before the bar 
of our all-judging God; when the {ceptic ~~ 

can no longer doubt, nor the materia?” 


prate about non-exiftence. . 
QUISPIAM, : uy 


































































SELECTED POETRY. 
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TO ADVERSITY. 


¥ | Daughter of Jove, relentlefs power, 
¥ Thou tamer of the human breaft, 
| Whole iron fcourge, and tort’ring hour, 
)% The bad affright, affli& the beft ! 

“| Bound in thy adamantine chain, 

The proud are taught to talte of pain, 
And purple tyrants vainly groan 


| Vith pangs unfelt before, unpitied and alone. 


, When firft thy fire to fend on earth 
) Virtue, his darling child, defign’d, 
To thee he gave the heavenly birth, 
And bade to form her infant mind. 


—— 
<p gy 
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if paffing clouds with fury driven, 
Break on the mountain fide, 

And all the hail and rain in heav’n, 
Come down to {well the tide, 


If howling blafis {weep through the caves, 
And mountain torrents roar, 

And old Wautauga’s foaming waves 
Beat on the folid fhore ; 


OE LL LLL 


If lightnings flafh, and thunders rol! 
And awful meteors play, 

Secure from man my tranquil foul 
Will blefs the peaceful day. 


Though central fires from fulph’rous beds, 
With direful thocks explode, 


Secure from man no minor dread 


cs 





» Stern rugged nurfe! thy rigid lore 
| With patience many a year the bore : 
i, What forrow was, thou badift her know, 
WAnd from her own fhe learnt to melt at otlers’ 
woe. 
Scar’d at thy frown terrific fly 
Self-pleafing Folly’s idle brood, 
Wild Laughter, Noife, and thoughtlefs Joy, 
And leave us leifure to be good. 
Light they difperfe ; and with them go 
The fummer-friend, the flatt’ring foe ; 
=) By vain Profperity receiv’d, 
} To her they vow their truth, and are again be- 
4 liev’d. 
Wifdom, in fable garb array’d, 
Immers’d in rapt’rous thought profound, 
And Melancholy, filent maid, 
With leaden eye, that loves the ground, 
Still on thy folemn fteps attend ; 
Warm Charity, the general friend, 
1%) §©With Juftice, to herielf fevere, 
vr f And Pity, dropping foft the fadly pleafing tear. 
8% ~— Oh, gently on thy fuppliant’s head, 
Dread Goddefs! lay thy chaftening hand ; 
Not in thy Gorgon terrors clad, 
Not circled with the vengeful band 
{As by the impious thou art feen,) 
With thund’ring voice and threat’ning mein, 
ora With fereaming Horror’s funeral cry, 
(4, Defpair, and fell Difeafe, and ghaftly Poverty. 


Thy form benign, oh Goddefs ! wear, 
Thy milder icllesact impart, 
Thy philofophic train be there 
To foften, not to wound my heart. 
The gen’rous {park extiné revive, 
Teach me to love, and to forgive, 
Exact my own defeéts to fean, 
What others are, to feel ; and know myfelf a 
man. [ Literary Mij/cellany. 


From the Port Folio. 


. THE MISANTHROPE. 
A FRAGMENT. 
Where wild Wavtauga’s angry waves 
Through wilder mountains roar, 
Where hungry wolves, from lurid caves, 
Their frightful howlings pour, 


Where eagles fix their airy feats, 
Above the lonely ftream, 

Where Panthers find fecure retreats, 
And Tucklefs ravens fcream, 


There will f dwell—with friendly bears, 
I'll fix my focial den, 
‘nd bid adiew to all the cares 
Df faithlefs, favage men ! 


The maid alone, with Milton in her hand, opens to 


Shall vifit my abode ! 


| 

| No feeming friend’s infidious wiles 

| Can e’er affail me there ; 

| Nor will I dread the pois’nous {miles 
Of the feduétive fair ! 


| Nor bloated Wealth, with fhallow brain, 
And filly pompous ftride, 
Shall vex my wounded foul again, 
Or wake my dormant pride. 
Cactera desunt. 


THE MAID’s SOLILOQUY. 
‘ A PARODY. 


that celzbrated paffage,— 


Hail wedded love ! myfterious law ! Se. 
Our Maker bids—increafe ;—who bids abjiain, 
But our defroyer, foe to God and man } 


It muft be fo! Milton, thou reafoneft wel!,— 
| Elfe why this pleafing hope, this fond defire, 
This longing after fomething unpoffett ? 
Or whence this fecret dread and inward horror 
Of dying unefpoufed ? why fhrinks the foul 
Back on itfelf, and ftartles at virginity ? 
*Tis reafon, faithful reafon, ftirs within us 3; 
Tis nature’s felf that points out an alliance, 
And intimates a hufband to the fex. 
Marriage !—thou pleafing, and yet—anxious 
thought ! 
Through what variety of hopes and fears, 
Through what new fcenes and changes muft 
we pafs ! 
Th’ unchanging ftate in profpeé lies before me ; 
But fhadows, clouds, and darkneifs, refit upon 
If.— 
Here will I hold. Ifnature prompts the with 
( And that fhe does is plain from all her works, ) 
Our duty and our intereft bid, indulge it, 
For the great end of nature’s laws, is blifs : 
But yet—in wedlock woman muft—obey !— 
I’m weary of thefe doubts—the prieft {hall end 
, them. 
Nor rafhly do I venture lofs and gain ; 
| Bondage and pleafure meet my thoughts at 
once : 
{Il wed—my liberty is gone-——for ever ; 
But happinefs from time itfelf fecur’d ! 
Love firlt fhall recompence my lofs of freedom ; 
| And, when my charms fha!l fade away, my eyes 
Themfelves grow dim, my ftature bend with 
years, 
Then virtuous friendfhip fhall fucceed to love ; 
Then, pleas’d, I’ll feorn infirmity and death, 














RURAL HAPPINESS. 


How happy is the rural clown, 

Who, far remiov’d from noife of town ; 

Contemns the glory of a crown, 
And in his Efe retreat, 

Is pleafed with his low degree, 

Is rich in decent poverty, 

From ftrife, from care, from bufinefs free, 
At once baith good and great ! 


Nae drums difturb his morning fleep, 

He fears nae danger on the deep, 

Nor noify law, nor conrts ne’er heap 
Vexation on his mind ; 

No trumpets roufe him to the war, 

No hopes can bribe, no threats can dare ; 

From itate intrigues he holds afar, 
And liveth unconfin’d. 


Like thofe in golden ages born, 

He labours gently to adorn 

His {mall paternal fields of corn, 
And on their product feeds ; 

Each feafon of the wheeling year, 

Induitrious he improves with care, 

And ftill fome ripen’d fiuits appear, 
So well his toil fueceeds. 


Now by a filver ftream he lyes, 

But angles not with baits and flies ; 

Then next the fylvan fcene he tries, 
His fpirits to regal ; 

Now from the rock or height he views 

His fleecy flock, or teeming cows ; 

Then tunes his reed, or tries his muie, 
That waits his honeft call. 


Amidf his harmlefs eafy joys, 
No care his peace of mind deftroys, 
Nor does he pafs his time in toys 
Beneath his juft regard : 
He’s fond to feel the zephyr’s breeze, 
The fcenes of faithful rural loves, 
And warbling birds on blooming grovess 
Afford a with’d delight ; 
But O how pleafant is thar life ! 
Bleft with a chafte and virtuous wite, 
And children prattling, void of ftrife, 
Around his fire at night ! 
-—— 
RETIREMENT. 
How happy he who crowns, in fhades like thefe. 
A youth of labour, with an age of eale ; 
Whoquitsa world where ftrong temptationstr¥r 
And {ince ’tis hard to combat, learns to fly ! 
For him no wretches born to work or weeps 
Explore the mine, or tempt the dang’rous deep; 
No furly porter ftands in guilty tate, 
To fpurn imploring Famine from the gate + 
But on he moves to meet his latter end, 
Angels around betriending virtue’s friend ¢ 
Bends to the grave with unperceiv’d decays 
While refignation gently flopes the way ; 
And all his profpects, brightening to the Jatt, 
His Heaven commences ere the world be palt: 
A CHARACTER. 
A maid 
Who knows not courts, yet courts does far out- 
fhine, 
In every ftarry beauty of the mind 5 
One, who arrayed in native lovelisefs, 
art ; 
And has 2 foul too great to floop to pride, 
With the mean ways by which it arms at grat 


alt, 





defpiles 








Renew’d immortal, in a final race. 


deur. 








